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PCLR March Speaker Series: Catholic     

Charities Organizes Refugee Resettlement                                                           

Jennifer Ruthven and Betty Jo King 

Jennifer Verkamp-Ruthven, Director 

of Catholic Immigration Services and 

Refugee Resettlement for Catholic 

Charities of Arkansas and Betty Jo 

King, Director of Missions at Christ the 

King Church in Little Rock, will present 

information on the resettlement of Af-

ghan refugees in Central Arkansas over 

the past six months on Thursday, 

March 17 at 6:30 pm in Fitzgerald Hall 

at the Catholic Diocese of LR.  The 

presentation will also be accessible    

via  the following zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/822632

46790. 

There are nine different Sponsor Teams 

that have worked tirelessly to settle 11 

Afghan families in the Central Arkan-

sas area. The total number of Afghans 

settled in the Little Rock area is 82. 

The Sponsor Teams are made up of 

various churches throughout Little 

Rock including  Second Presbyterian, 

St. Margaret’s/St. Michael’s Episcopal, 

Immaculate Conception Catholic 

Church, Christ the King Catholic 

Church/Pax Christi Little Rock, The 

Madina Institute and Mosque, Temple 

B’nai Israel/Trinity Cathedral, Second 

Baptist, and the Islamic Center of Little 

Rock. 

Pax Christi Little Rock has partnered 

with Christ the King Catholic Church 

to work with an Afghan family of sev-

en that arrived in Little Rock on De-

cember 6, 2021.  

Catholic Charities has established a 

set of criteria for each sponsor team 

to meet with their families including 

registration in ESL classes, school 

enrollment for children, movement 

from temporary to permanent hous-

ing in 30 days, application for all ap-

propriate financial aid, and job acqui-

sition. Presenters will provide updates 

regarding resettlement as well a look 

to the future aspirations for these 

Afghan families. 

PAX CHRISTI LITTLE ROCK 

SPEAKER SERIES                      

presents                              

CATHOLIC CHARITIES   

ORGANIZES AFGHAN    

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 

IN ARKANSAS  

JENNIFER RUTHVEN 

BETTY JO KING      

DIOCESE OF LITTLE ROCK               

FITZGERALD HALL, RM 101                   

THURSDAY, MARCH 17 

6:30 PM                           



 

Peace Offerings 

Page 2 Pax Christi Little Rock 

It was an amazing 

two days in which 

people shared inti-

mate details of 

their lives within 

the Church. One 

of the membership 

of Pax Christi 

shared his person-

al story and then summed it up by saying, 

“The Church has been with me and provided 

me with many beautiful and truly life-

changing and life-sustaining things over the 

years, but it has also done it’s best to keep 

me out and exclude me from things to which 

I felt deeply called, and to make it difficult 

for me to give it my whole heart. . .That’s 

why I made the global statement that the 

Church seems to find a way to exclude as 

opposed to include. Institutionally, it oper-

ates like an exclusive club, touting its supe-

rior product (the real Presence) and only 

granting the pious and those who recognize 

its special status entry and a seat at the 

most important table in the club. You can’t 

do this and wonder at the same time why 

you don’t have a lot more members. It seems 

to me that it often operates like the cafeteria 

Catholics it condemns, picking and choosing 

lines of scripture to justify its ways of ex-

cluding and degrading, especially women.”  

Another member, speaking anonymously, 

dared to share the most difficult of stories. 

She said, “Alone in my kitchen, I heard God 

whisper, “You don’t have to live this way. 

Not knowing at the time my path would lead 

to divorce. Gradually, I gained strength to 

tell an emotionally abusive spouse/father I 

needed him to leave after 20 years of mar-

riage. . . The judgment you feel. No one 

PAX CHRISTI LR CONVENES SYNOD MEETINGS 

PCLR Synod Forum 

Pax Christi Little Rock members responded 

to the Pope’s message that the synodality of 

the Church is achieved through commun-

ion, participation, and mission by creating 

a forum for all interested parties to share 

their experiences on the margins. Pope 

Francis encouraged us “to journey together, 

in order to experience a Church that re-

ceives and lives this gift of unity and is 

open to the voice of the Spirit.” He stated 

that the Synod is an “ecclesial moment”, 

not a parliament or an investigation into 

opinions, but “an ecclesial moment whose 

protagonist is the Holy Spirit. Without the 

Spirit, there is no Synod.”  

With that said, Pax Christi Little Rock 

scheduled two sessions (February 27 and 

March 6) where the Holy Spirit was invoked 

and then participants were invited to share 

their experiences within the Church. Spe-

cific care was taken to listen to the voices of 

those who had been pushed to the margins 

or who had known those through their mis-

sion work who had felt marginalized.  
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 knew my story. Nor did they reach out to 

a friend through a very difficult time. I felt 

isolated and alone. I also was not to re-

ceive communion until I had an annul-

ment. For five years, I wasn't supposed to 

receive the Eucharist. . .To receive com-

munion or remarry in the church I had to 

do the grueling paperwork for an annul-

ment. Relive the experience, AGAIN. The 

paperwork is lengthy. I sat in my bed one 

night and my goal was to do a page a 

night. Well, God decided we were going to 

knock it out in one night. My answers 

screamed fear and abuse. I stated how 

God had whispered to me to get out of my 

marriage. Months later on my birthday, I 

learned my annulment had been denied. A 

group of men, I assume mostly unmar-

ried, decided they needed more infor-

mation for me to get an annulment. How 

do you trump God? I can’t prove that God 

spoke to me, but shouldn’t a group of 

Catholics deciding my case understand 

that he spoke to me and hear my fear and 

abuse?” 

One of the Pax Christi members spoke 

about their experience as a counselor with 

parents of LGBTQ individuals. “I am a 

clinical psychologist who has been in pri-

vate practice in Little Rock, AR for the 

past 33 years. Given the fact that I am 

also Catholic, I have had several families 

seek my counseling services after they be-

came aware that one of their teen-

age/adult children came out as gay. Sad-

ly, I have observed parents reference the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church as they 

labeled their children “disordered” and 

told them that they couldn’t be part of 

their family any longer unless they 

“changed their ways.” One of these par-

ents told their teenage child that they 

were afraid they were going to go to hell if 

they “didn’t stop being gay.” I also found that 

one of the main concerns of these parents 

was about what family and friend groups 

would think of them if they found out their 

child was gay. Even when I shared with 

them that “conversion therapy” was not ef-

fective or appropriate and that it would be 

more helpful for them to listen to their chil-

dren and try to understand what they were 

going through, they continued to insist that 

they couldn’t go against the Church and that 

it was their responsibility to teach their chil-

dren right from wrong.   

Given these situations where parent react to 

their children in an anxious, non-loving, re-

jecting manner due to their perception that 

their children are “disordered,” it seems that 

it might be helpful for the Synod of Bishops 

to re-examine the vocabulary employed in 

the Catechism to describe a group of people 

who are just as much a creation of God as 

any other group. It also strikes me as psy-

chologically unhealthy to expect people to 

ignore their biology and make the decision to 

live a celibate life even when this is not their 

discerned vocation. Certainly, there needs to 

be boundaries on indiscriminate sexual be-

havior across the board. Unfortunately, I 

don’t see the Church talking consistently 

about denying communion to those hetero-

sexual individuals who have affairs, decide 

to have sex outside of marriage, etc. We 

must ask ourselves why we do not allow all 

to come to the table. No one is perfect, no 

one has all the answers, and we are all in 

need of the grace that comes from our rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ.” 

A report synthesizing the words of the indi-

viduals who came to our synod meeting will 

be sent to our Bishop as well as directly to 

the Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. We 

pray they hear the voices on the margin. We 

are not Catholic (universal) without them. 
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 

as we gather together in Your 

name. 

With You alone to guide us, make 

Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go and 

how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; do not let 

us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down 

the wrong path nor partiality influ-

ence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity so that 

we may journey together to eternal 

life and not stray from the way of 

truth and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at 

work in every place and time, in 

the communion of the Father and 

the Son, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

SAVE THE DATE 

PAX CHRISTI LR 

BOARD MEETING 

THURSDAY, MARCH 10  

6-7:30 
 

ALL BOARD MEMBERS HAVE 

BEEN SENT AN INVITATIONAL 

LINK FOR THIS ZOOM MEET-

ING. IF YOU AREN’T ON THE 

BOARD AND WISH TO AT-

TEND, PLEASE EMAIL US AT 

paxchristilr@gmail.com. 

PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD 

ON SYNODALITY 

The Gospels frequently show us Jesus “on a 

journey” (Mk 10:17); he walks along side peo-

ple and listens to the questions and concerns 

lurking in their hearts. He shows us that God 

is not found in neat and orderly places, distant 

from reality, but walks ever at our side. He 

meets us where we are, on the often rocky 

roads of life. Today, as we begin this synodal 

process, let us begin by asking ourselves-all of 

us, Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity-

whether we, the Christian community, embody 

this “style” of God, who travels the paths of 

history and shares in the life of humanity. Are 

we prepared for the adventures of this journey? 

Or are we fearful of the unknown, preferring to 

take refuge in the usual excuses: “It’s useless” 

or “We’ve always done it this way”?. . . Cele-

brating a synod means walking on the same 

road, walking together. Let us look at Jesus. 

First he encounters the rich man on the road; 

then he listens to his questions, and finally he 

helps him discern what he must do to inherit 

eternal life. Encounter, listen and discern. . . 

these three verbs characterize the Synod. 

(excerpted from Pope Francis’ homily Oct 10, ‘21) 

mailto:paxchristilr@gmail.com
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This family was 

so grateful to 

have a place to 

call their own. 

Since departing 

Afghanistan in 

August, 2021, 

they had been moved around to three 

different bases and finally flown to Little 

Rock on December 6, 2021. Needless to 

say, they were very happy to be in a 

home that was more permanent! 

As part of the resettlement process, 

Christ the King pro-

vided funds for food 

until the family was 

approved for subsi-

dies that would get 

them through until 

the father could se-

cure a job. And the 

care team took on 

the task of taking 

the family shopping 

for food each week.  There is such a dif-

ference in cultures and it will take a 

while for the family to learn to navigate 

in this very different world. However, 

this sponsor team 

is committed to 

supporting the 

family until they 

get on their feet 

and can function 

independently. 

Pax Christi LR Pantry Mission                          

Updates:  February, 2022 

On February 1, the 

Pax Christi Care 

team moved an Af-

ghan family of sev-

en from a tempo-

rary cabin at Fern-

cliff Camp and Con-

ference Center to 

their new home in 

Little Rock. Settled 

Souls, along with 

donations from 

Christ the King Catholic Church, fur-

nished their new space.  

Greetings to all Pax Christi Pantry Box 

volunteers! February was a very slow 

month due to the transitions taking place 

over at Jericho Way and the fact that sev-

eral moves that were scheduled could not 

be completed because of inclement weath-

er and recipient changes. However, there 

is great news that will be making a big dif-

ference in this ministry in the days to 

come. Christ the King, under the leader-

ship of Mike Bernardo, is training with 

Stephanie and Lindsey and forming a CTK 

Settled Souls! Our prayer is that we will 

be twice as busy once the weather clears 

up and this new team becomes fully oper-

ational. Pax Christi will provide pantry 

start-ups for both Holy Souls and CTK 

recipients as needed. Five new bins were 

loaded with food on March 6 by our volun-

teers in preparation for the busy days 

ahead. Thanks to all of you for your dona-

tions of food and all you do to make this 

ministry a reality for the newly sheltered 

in our community. 

Stephanie! 

Kitchen Area 

Living Room 

Move-In Day 
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SAVE the 

DATE 

Sunday,        

April 24, 2022 

2:00 PM 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL       

1 WORLD AVENUE,           

LITTLE ROCK                                            

BEACON OF PEACE &  HOPE 

120 RIVERFRONT DRIVE 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK 

 

       8th ANNUAL 

       PILGRIMAGE                                             

       For PEACE 
Remembrance 

Service           

3:00 pm        

Honoring those 

who have died  

at the hand      

of violence 

www.pilgrimageforpeace.com     www.facebook.com/PilgrimageforPeaceLR 

PILGRIM’S PRAYER                                                                                   

Nineveh Murray 

Dear God,                                                                                                          

We ask you blessing as we travel today in spirit;                                                

Guide our minds as we learn of those who                                                         

came before us, traversing the pilgrim way.                                                          

Give us a hunger to see you face                                                                                

in paths through fields,                                                                                              

along roads trod by many seeking the blessing of your presence.                                                              

Nurture our fellowship                                                                                                    

And help us to see each other as a                                                                      

brother or sister                                                                                                        

Sharing the journey to your blessed kingdom.                                                          

Amen. 
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and the implied threat of the use of 

nuclear weapons in the conflict. As 
explained by the International Cam-

paign Against Nuclear Weapons, such 
threats are prohibited by the Treaty 
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weap-

ons and elevates the risk of a massive 

humanitarian catastrophe.  

Pax Christi USA urges the interna-
tional community to stand united 

against the invasion of Ukraine and in 
support of diplomacy and dialogue to 

bring this crisis to an end. We urge 
the United States and NATO to re-
frain from pursuing military re-
sponses and to pursue solutions 

that address the context and com-
plexity of the root causes which 

gave rise to the crisis in the first 
place. It should not be lost that in ad-

dition to Russian aggression, the ex-
pansion of NATO with the prolifera-
tion of bases, the continued manufac-

turing of weapons of war, and the reli-
ance on security upheld by military 

power has played a significant role in 
the events building up to this current 
crisis. This war is additional evidence 

of the failure of policies predicated on 
the threat of violence to deliver the 

peace and dignity the human family 

deserves. 

We urge political leaders, the media 

PAX CHRISTI USA STATEMENT                                                     

ON RUSSIA’S INVASION OF UKRAINE 

Pax Christi USA condemns the Rus-
sian invasion and bombardment of 

cities throughout Ukraine that com-
menced earlier today. As St. John 

Paul II said in 2003 in response to 
the build-up and subsequent war in 
Iraq, “War is always a defeat for hu-

manity.” The invasion of Ukraine is a 
direct violation of international law. 
The death and destruction already 

unleashed has only frustrated the 
hope for a just resolution of differ-

ences. To continue this war will only 
undermine long-term peace for the 
region. War does not solve the his-

torical and political challenges at the 
root of this conflict; war is not the 

vehicle for creating a just peace. 

Pax Christi USA is particularly trou-

bled by Russia’s heavy-handed allu-
sions to its nuclear weapons arsenal 

https://www.icanw.org/ican_condemns_russia_invasion_of_ukraine_an_escalation_risking_nuclear_war?utm_campaign=ican_russia_invasion_ukraine&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ican
https://www.icanw.org/ican_condemns_russia_invasion_of_ukraine_an_escalation_risking_nuclear_war?utm_campaign=ican_russia_invasion_ukraine&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ican
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2021-12-28/what-putin-really-wants-ukraine?utm_medium=promo_email&utm_source=promo_3&utm_campaign=feb22-camp3-dprospt-panel-a&utm_content=20220223&utm_term=promo-email-prospects-dom
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2021-12-28/what-putin-really-wants-ukraine?utm_medium=promo_email&utm_source=promo_3&utm_campaign=feb22-camp3-dprospt-panel-a&utm_content=20220223&utm_term=promo-email-prospects-dom
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and influential voices within the 

U.S. Catholic community to refuse 
to beat the drums of war and to 

not support efforts to justify U.S. 
or NATO military action nor in-
crease the flow of arms into the 

conflict. Such a response will only 
assure that the current violence 
will spiral ever more deeply and 

make even more unlikely the pos-
sibilities for an end to this war 

through dialogue and diplomacy. 

We implore members of the Pax 

Christi USA community, U.S. 
Catholics, and people of faith eve-

rywhere to join together in the day 
of prayer and fasting for peace in 
Ukraine called for by Pope Francis 

on March 2, Ash Wednesday. We 
encourage our community to pub-

licly vigil in support of peace on 
this day. Our hearts are with all 
those in Ukraine who tremble in 

fear at the violence which has 
overturned their lives. Our hearts 
break for the losses already expe-

rienced, the suffering, displace-
ment and death that cannot be 

erased. We stand with the people 
of Ukraine and all who are crying 
out for peace, and we join our 

voices to the plea of Pope Francis, 

“War, never again!” 

Loving God, your Son Jesus Christ wept 

over Jerusalem. 

Today, we weep over Ukraine. 

We weep for those uprooted from their 

homes and lives. 

We weep for those cowering in basements. 

We weep for those who have witnessed 

death and destruction on their streets. 

We weep for those separated from parents, 

from children, from spouses and siblings. 

We are amazed at the resilience of people 

seeking to comfort those in need and so we 

pray for Governments opening up borders 

so that Ukrainians can have safe passage. 

We pray for churches and individuals 

providing food, clothing and shelter. 

We pray for medical workers ensuring that 

shattered bodies are put back together 

again.  

We pray for ordinary Russians demonstrat-

ing and voicing their disapproval of the mil-

itary actions in Ukraine. 

May the Holy Spirit give us the willpower to 

turn our tears into action also. 

May we, through our words, prayers and 

example pursue the things that make for a 

just peace in the world today and especially 

in Ukraine. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 

Amen. 

Prayer for Ukraine 

https://www.catholicnews.com/pope-calls-for-day-of-prayer-fasting-for-peace-in-ukraine/
https://www.catholicnews.com/pope-calls-for-day-of-prayer-fasting-for-peace-in-ukraine/
https://www.catholicnews.com/pope-calls-for-day-of-prayer-fasting-for-peace-in-ukraine/
https://www.catholicnews.com/pope-calls-for-day-of-prayer-fasting-for-peace-in-ukraine/

