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Vatican cataloging names of
modern martyrs who died for fa

In preparation for the holy year in 2025, the Vatican is continuing its search for
modern-day witnesses of the faith, including non-Catholic Christians. What
can we learn about the stories of these martyrs?

:
-

See page 3
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MISSIONARIES ON THE MOVE

Pax Christi volunteers see reality on Texas-Mexico border

By Nicholas Tarini
Special to Arkansas Catholic

mmigration has come to the

forefront of political debate in

recent years, but one Little Rock

group made it their mission to
volunteer at the border and learn
firsthand just what is going on
there.

Sherry Simon, a parishioner of
Christ the King in Little Rock, led
the local chapter of Pax Christi
to El Paso for six days at the end
of June. They focused their ef-
forts on Sacred Heart Parish in El
Paso, where there is an immigrant
center called Casa del Sagrado
Corazén. Center director Michael
Debruhl helped the Pax Christi
group with organization and vol-
unteering.

While Pax Christi has done
mission trips before, they had
never been to the border.

“The main focus was to volun-
teer every day,” Simon said. “We
fed people, we took leftover food
and prepared food to be donated
out to the streets and to the im-
migrants, we helped organize and
man the clothing closet that they
have there, and we did a lot of ac-
tivities with the kids. The refugee
center is this big gym that they
converted, so the kids have really
nothing to do and so we played

Courtesy Pax Christi Little Rock

Immigration attorneys (right) from Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center in El Paso speak to Pax Christi

members aboutimmigration June 24.

different games with them.”

One of the main ways in which
Pax Christi immersed themselves
in what was happening was at
Abara, a nonprofit immigration

organization.

“They’re going to have a medi-
tation garden and lead immer-
sion classes there to help people
learn about the border to get rid

of the stereotypes that all these
immigrants are murderers com-
ing over with drugs,” Simon said.
“Most of these folks have families,
so they’re going to help promote
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the truth. For us, it was a combi-
nation of doing volunteer work
and educating ourselves because
our goal was to bring back infor-
mation to Little Rock, Arkansas,
about what's going on over there!
A Catholic Charities of Ar-
kansas employee, Sister Iliana
Aponte, DC, who had volunteered
in El Paso in 2019, also joined the
six-member-group.

“When I was there before, I
was helping people try to con-
nect with a family,” Sister Iliana
said. “I would help people to get
into the airport to connect with
their family. This time, it was
completely different. I was help-
ing serve food, and I was with
the children most of the time,
dancing with them. I was try-
ing to bring hope to the people
because of the way that they ar-
rived here. It's not easy to try to
get into their new home or their
new life. What I tried to do was
give hope to the people and be
with them and support them?”

Pax Christi members also do-
nated undergarments, socks,
clothes, sunglasses and lip balm
for the Sacred Heart Church shel-
ter. The donations included 30
boxes, including 70 T-shirts do-
nated by the Miracles for Mary

See Texas border page 4

Church to honor modern-day € rlstla_ns who died for the faith

‘Witnesses of the
faith’ will be added
to catalog of names

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — When St
John Paul 1T initiated preparations
for the Holy Year 2000, he believed
“the Church in every corner of the
earth must remain anchored in
the testimony of the martyrs and
jealously guard their memory” in
order to journey with faith, hope
and confidence into the third mil-
lennium.

Martyrs “have proclaimed the
Gospel by giving their lives for
love, reflecting Christ’s words on
the cross, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do,
the pope wrote in his 1998 bull of-
ficially proclaiming the jubilee.

To better recognize, honor and
offer as inspiration the martyrs of
the 20th century, St. John Paul es-
tablished a special Vatican jubilee
Commission for New Martyrs in
1996 to collect the names and sto-
ries of the latest witnesses of faith
and charity.

The committee presented St
John Paul with eight volumes con-

taining more than 13,400 names of
men and women who gave their
lives for Christ or in the service
of the Gospel from Jan. 1, 1900
through 1939.

In view of the upcoming jubi-
lee of 2025, Pope Francis wants to
continue this historical research,
starting with today’s “witnesses of
the faith” of the 21st century. With
aletter published July 5, he has es-
tablished a new “Commission of
the New Martyrs — Witnesses of
the Faith” to draw up a new catalog
of names.

“In a world where at times it
seems that evil prevails, I am cer-
tain that the drafting of this catalog,
also in the context of the now im-
minent jubilee, will help believers
to read our times too in the pas-
chal light, drawing from the trea-
sury of such generous faithfulness
to Christ the reasons for life and
goodness,” he wrote.

Much of what Pope Francis has
created with the new initiative re-
flects the same project of his pre-
decessor: producing as vast and
broad a survey as possible with
the help of the universal Church;
including non-Catholic Christians
who died to reflect what Pope
Francis calls “the ecumenism of
the blood” and St. John Paul called
the “ecumenism of suffering”;

(CNS photo/courtesy Congregation of the Sisters of the Poor
Sister Annelvira Ossoli (left, in habit) is seen in Kinshasa, Congo, in 1985.
She was among six members of her congregation who died of Ebola while
caring for others suffering from the virus in Kikwit, Congo, in 1995.

and gathering representatives of
churches and Christian communi-
ties from all over the world with the
pope at Rome’s Colosseum to com-
memorate these “new martyrs!”
What is different is the new
commission won’t be temporary,
but will now be part of the Dicast-
ery for the Causes of Saints, said

Father Boguslaw Turek, undersec-
retary of the dicastery.

The commission’s first task for
the Holy Year 2025 “is just the start-
ing point” that will join the work
done by the old commission and
continue its work well into the fu-
ture, he told Catholic News Service
July 5.

“It's not a catalog of terrible
events in the past, but of hope that
leads to better horizons” today and
tomorrow, said the priest of the
Congregation of St. Michael the
Archangel.

Something that mightresurface,
however, is the same confusion or
disagreement over the term “new
martyrs.”

In fact, back in 2000, then-
Archbishop José Saraiva Martins,
the prefect of the then-Congre-
gation for Sainthood Causes said,
for the Catholic Church, the term
martyr “in the proper, canonical
sense,” is for someone who died
for Christ or for his Church and
has already has been beatified or
canonized.

The archbishop said “witness of
the faith” was preferred for Catho-
lics whose beatification process
has not been completed or for
other Christians who were killed
because of their faith or promotion
of Christian values,

Pope Francis said in his letter
the new commission “is not in-
tended to establish new criteria
for the canonical ascertainment
of martyrdom, but to continue
the survey already underway of
those who, to this day, continue to
be killed simply because they are
Christians””
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Texas border

Continued from page 3

Foundation, another Little Rock
group. Mount St. Mary Academy
let Pax Christi use the school’s
shutte bus to help transport the
volunteers and donations.

While Pax Christi was in El
Paso, they realized that what was
going on at the border doesn’t af-
fect only Texas.

“I think our most important
contribution there was the first
day we were in the center,” Simon
said. “Michael called us over, and
he said, ‘You're from Arkansas.
We have this mom and two little
kids, 8- and 4-year-old little boys
who have arrived here from Ven-
ezuela. She was supposed to be
able to get on a bus and go to her
husband in Springdale, Arkansas,
but she has no money. You're go-
ing back to Arkansas in five or six
days, will you take them?’ And I
immediately said ‘Yes, we will!

“When we were taking her
here to Arkansas with us, she
told her story of coming all the
way up from Venezuela,” Simon
said. “It took a couple of hours,
and she told the details of the
trip and of some of the things
she went through, how she was
robbed and how she was threat-
ened with her life. She went on a
jungle path in Colombia and saw
dead bodies and people dying. It
was unbelievable what she went

Courtesy Pax Christi Little Rock

The parish gym at Jesuit-run Sacred Heart Church in El Paso was turned into a shelter for immigrants called
Casa del Sagrado Corazén in December 2022.

through to get her children there.
And yet, she still had a smile on
her face and was walking for-
ward. But that was really hard for
me, and I think it was hard for all
of the other folks on our mission
that were there listening to these
words. It really brought home the
importance of helping those who
need a helping hand”

One of the things that had the
biggest impact on Simon was get-
ting to know some of the immi-

grants personally.

“What I learned is they sim-
ply simply want to be here to give
their families a better chance in
life, she said. “They’re coming
from a place whose government
has imploded, and inflation is
out of control. They can’t possibly
make enough money to eat. They
are not safe, and they’re simply
coming here to give their families
a better opportunity.

“And there’s no country between

here and there. There’s an eco-
nomic discrepancy. They can make
$2 or $3 an hour in most of those
countries, and they can make $12
to $15 an hour here, and they can
have a life. I learned that because
what happens is they get here and
they have an app where they have
to wait to be called on their phone
over in Mexico. They're waiting
to be called if they get called, they
can come in. They take between
three and 500 a day. And they get
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papers so they're legal, but then
they have a court date that isn't set
for a year or two out, and they can’t
work legally because they can’t get
a work permit for 150 days. So they
get over here and they're in a real
catch-22 because they probably
have a family, they need food, they
need shelter, but they can’t work.
So that’'s when they often sort of
disappear in the shadows; they
have to work so they work for cash
orunder the table”

Even though Simon saw first-
hand the plight many of these im-
migrants are in, she also saw many
people doing what they can to help.

“They are these beautiful peo-
ple on both sides of the border
who are working so hard to help
these folks to have a better life,”
Simon said. “And these folks are
saints. Michael Debruhl, Father
Rafael Garcia (a Jesuit and pastor
of Sacred Heart Church), and all
these people, they are saints.

“Because they are basically
following through with Christ’s
commandment to love your
neighbor as yourself. They're do-
ing it every day. The work that
they’re doing is really hard work,
but these are really special peo-
ple. They don’t turn anyone away.
It's very beautiful what they’re
doing down there at the border”

For more information on Pax
Christi Little Rock, visit paxchris-
tilittlerock.org. To learn more
about Casa del Sagrado Corazén,
visit sacredheartelpaso.org.
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CLEAN FAST TESTING
Fastest Labs of Little Rock

9914 1-30 Suite B | Little Rock, AR 72209
501-353-2996
fastestlabs.com/little-rock

Veteran-owned and operated

oo StateFarm’

Matthew Reginelli, Agent
4715 Hwy 5 N Ste 1, Bryant, AR 72022
Bus: 501-847-4199

Toll Free: 800-621-1054
matthew.reginelli jhq6@statefarm.com

State Fam, Bloominglon, IL + 1211999
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Christ the King Catholic Church Bookstore
4000 No. Rodney Parham Road, Little Rock
(501) 225-6774
Books  Jewelry » Devotionals ® Rosaries ¢ More!
Operating hours during July:
Sunday only: 9-12
Reopens Aug, 7 regular hours

Food Donations Needed

Peanut butter, jelly, cereal, canned goods,

meats, vegetables, fruits, breads and all
nonperishable food items

The Helping Hand

of Greater Little Rock # Mon.-Thirs. 9a.m. - I pm
501-372-4388 Cash donations welcome

Christ the King Afterschool Care Job
If you like working with & being a positive
influence on kids, our program in Little
Rock is for you! Competitive wage.
Mon-Fri 2-6 p.m. Email kuhlig@ctklr.org
for more info.

Needed: DIAPERS, 8-10 Ib. size

ITHREGHT

804 N. University Ave. + Little Rock
501-664-0097 1-800-550-4900

Support pregnant women
and the work of

PLEASE GIVE

DISASTER RELIEF

Catholic Charities
of Arkansas

P.O. Box 7565, Little Rock AR 72217
(501) 664-0340  www.dolr.org

Youth Ministry and
Family Life Coordinator
St. Joseph Church, Tontitown, NWA

We are in need of a director for youth ministry
and family life at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Tontitown, Northwest Arkansas. This will be
a full-time position.

Experience with Catholic Youth and/or
other Catholic ministries and consistency is
necessary.

For more information or to apply, send cover
letter, resume and reference from a pastor to

mwhinnery@stjoetontitown.org

Turn your unwanted vehicle
into programs helping
poor people in Arkansas.

Donate
your old car

to Catholic Charities

Call 844-534-4483 or visit
dolr.careasy.org

It's easy! We'll tow your
unwanted car, truck,
motorcycle or boat for free.




