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Helping the Victims
On Thursday May 16 Mr
Darlynton Adegor, the Vic-
tim Services Program
Manager for the Little
Rock-based Center for
Healing Hearts and Spirits
(CHHS), presented an
overview of the Center’s
outreach healing program for victims of gun vio-
lence in Arkansas. The Victim Services Program of
the CHHS provides comprehensive victim's services,
including court advocacy, crisis counseling, emer-
gency room assistance, and support groups to un-
derserved victims of crimes in Arkansas, Faulkner,
Jefferson, Pulaski, and Saline Counties. Clients in-
clude non-English speaking victims of child abuse,
general assault victims, homicide victims’ survivors,
domestic violence victims , senior 65 and older, and
persons with disabilities The Victim Services Pro-
gram was designed to assist crime victims and their
affected families to improve the quality of victim’s
services delivery in high-crime, urban and rural are-
as in Arkansas.




Beating Guns into Plowshares

On Thursday June 20 PCLR was privileged to view a webinar from Pax Christi
USA featuring Mr. Shane Claiborne, a prominent preacher, activist, and best-
selling author! Shane described his many efforts in recent years to curb gun
violence by promoting a reduction in firearms, getting guns off the streets.
The data are striking :

While only 5% of the world’s population, Americans in the US own almost
one-half the world’s guns; there are more guns than people in the US
America also has the world’s most gun deaths—including homicide, sui-
cide, and accidental gun deaths—at 105 per day or about 38,000 per year
More Americans have died from guns in the US in the last fifty years than
in all the wars in American history

States with more guns have greater violence; states with greater gun con-
trols have less violence

A majority of Americans favor one or more measures to control access to

guns yet Congress fails to act due to the inordinate power of the gun lob-
by

Shane’s message to everyone: If Americans felt as strongly about
the Sermon on the Mount as the Second Amendment and
viewed reduction in gun violence an essential part of the
pro-life agenda, we could make the world a safer place for
all of us.







/ New Board Member \

Pax Christi Little Rock is excited that Margaret Douglas has agreed
to join our Board of Directors! Margaret, a member of St. Barthol-
omew Catholic Church, brings us her experience at the Helping
Hand of Greater Little Rock as well as many other charities organi-
zations. She said that she is honored to become a Board member
and is ready and available to get started helping Pax Chris-

ti wherever she is needed! Welcome Maragaret!

& /

On the Horizon

How to End Gun Violence in America

For the 3rd session in our 3-part study of gun violence prevention, we are
please to host Anna Morshedi of Moms Demand Action of Greater Little
Rock! She will present what MOMS is doing to get the guns laws in our
country changed. All are invited to engage in this discussion on how we
can help build better gun sense in America!

When: Thursday, August 22, 2024 at 7:00 pm

Where: Fitzgerald Hall on the Catholic Diocese campus at 2500 N Tyler St,
Little Rock, AR
Also through Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89769459033




Mission to the Southern Border in El Paso

Our mission to El Paso, Texas, originally scheduled June, has
been postponed until the fall. A date in October is still pend-
ing. This mission trip is a short-term immersion experience
provided by The Encuentro Project in El Paso
(encuentroproject.org). The Encuentro Project is associated
with Sacred Heart Church, an organization close to the hearts
of those who participated in our 2023 mission to El Paso. This
year’s mission experience includes the opportunity to:

« Encounter and minister to vulnerable immigrant persons in
shelters, guest houses , and parishes

. Visit with persons and organizations serving in the El Paso
and Cuidad Juarez region in Mexico

« Participate in workshops on Catholic Social Teaching and mi-
grant/border realities

. Participate in personal and group reflection

There are openings available. Please consider participating in

this amazing experience to discover the realities of our immi-

gration crisis. Contact Sandee Haslauer for more information
(sandee.haslauer@gmail.com) .

[ was a stranger and you welcomed me



/ From the Food Pantry Mission \
Lorien Trapani, the head of Settled Souls, writes:

Pax Christi helped 3 people in May/June and 3 more are on the list
for remainder of June and early July. So many of our recipients live
miles away from a grocery store and they ride the bus. Buying
food is not only expensive but a time consuming endeavor that has
to be fit into work schedules. It’s even harder for moms and

kids. When Settled Souls delivers furniture and household goods,
the recipients can begin to truly function in their new home. When
we add the wonderful bonus of fresh and nourishing food from Pax
Christi, these folks can immediately enjoy a home cooked meal in
their own home. Even if it’s just a fried egg sandwich, eggs and

fresh bread are a luxury many of these people have gone without
\@ars. /




Pilgrimage for Peace 2024




ﬂCLR Donation to Center fom

Healing Hearts and Spirits

Many local organizations generously
donated funds for this year’s Pilgrim-
age for Peace, which allowed Pax
Christi to award $1000 to the Center
for Healing Hearts and Spirits! These
funds will be used in CHHS’s Victims

S(rvices Program. /



https://paxchristiusa.org/who-we-are/pax-christi-anti-racism-team/
https://paxchristiusa.org/who-we-are/pax-christi-anti-racism-team/
https://paxchristiusa.org/who-we-are/pax-christi-anti-racism-team/

Sr. lliana and PCLR amigos on mission in El Paso June 2023

As many know, PCLR Board member, Sr. lliana Aponte, was transferred
to Chicago with the Daughters of Charity last fall. She has stayed on
the Board these past months but is now immersed in her work at Betha-
ny House of Hospitality which offers housing and support services to
young immigrant women as they journey to independence. She has de-
cided leave the Board to devote her time and talents there where she is
needed most.

Sr. lliana's value to PCLR cannot be understated! She has a genuine
passion for helping the poor and underserved in our community. Sr lli-
ana has a wealth of contacts and provided exceptional presenters for
our Speaker Series. Her incredible connections in El Paso were
instrumental to our successful mission last summer. Sister's enthusi-
asm and energy is contagious! Her wise advice will be missed from our
Board - but she will never be missed from our hearts!

Sr lliana will continue to be a Pax Christi Little Rock member and will
leave the door open to participate in future missions and help with our
Speaker Series. Please pray for Sister and the Bethany House resi-
dents in Chicago!



ﬂeep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and
perseverance we may opt for dialogue and reconciliation. In this
way may peace triumph at last, and may the words "division",
"hatred" and "war" be banished from the heart of every man and
woman. Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands.
Renew our hearts and minds, so that the word which always
brings us together will be "brother", and our way of life will always
be that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam!

Qom Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace /






